
Differing Animal Diet 
All animals need to eat food in order to have sufficient energy to survive. The diet which an 
animal depends on can allow us to group them together in one of three categories: 

 Omnivore 

 Carnivore 

 Herbivore 
 

Omnivore 

 
An omnivore is a kind of animal that eats either other animals or plants. Omnivores get energy 
and nutrients from eating a diet containing plants, animals, algae and fungi. Due to the 
large variety of food options, they will eat what they can hunt and scavenge in their 

environment to make the most of what is available. If it looks edible, they’ll give it a try! 
Omnivorous animals are pigs, Hedgehogs, Chickens and Humans. Omnivores, because 

they eat both meat and plants, have a combination of sharp incisors and canines for tearing 

and ripping their food, and molars for grinding the tough chewy food. 
 

Carnivore 

 
Carnivore means meat eater. Carnivores eat meat (and other animal tissue) to get the calories 
and energy to survive. Meat is a high-energy food source. Carnivores find their food through 

predation or scavenging, and are often adapted with big claws, sharp teeth/beak and quick 
speed whether on land, in the sea or in the sky. Animals which are carnivores are lions, toads 

snakes and owls. Carnivores, the meat eaters of the animal world, have very long and 

defined canine teeth for tearing at meat, and sometimes have a small number of molars too 
to help them crush and grind the tough pieces of meat. 
 
  



Herbivore 

 
Herbivores only eat plants to get energy and nutrients. Most animals will eat the leaves and 
fruits of plants as these tend to be the more nutritious. Plant vegetation, however, is very 
hard to break down into energy so most herbivores have a specialised digestive system. Animals 

that are herbivores are Horses, Rabbits, Zebra. Herbivores, because they are plant eaters, have 

strong and flat molars for grinding leaves and very small canine teeth. 
 

  


